OF                            127
effective ridicule, a sublime and immortal memory to his
country.
Unhappily, Fox's Libel Bill was the solitary Parlia-
mentary success of the Opposition, and with that exception,
its history is the history of an heroic but ineffectual resist-
ance to the cruelties of panic and selfishness. That resist-
ance was mainly a resistance in Parliament, and the brunt
of the fight fell upon Fox, Sheridan, and Grey in the
Commons, and Lansdowne,1 Lauderdale, Stanhope, and
Bedford in the Lords. It is only necessary to look at the
division lists to understand how hopeless a task the Opposi-
tion had undertaken. There were two debates in March
1794 on the infamous Scottish trials, and the Opposition
was supported by 32 votes and 46 votes to 171 and 152
votes respectively. The minority on the first division on
the Repeal of the Habeas Corpus Act in May 1794 was
39 to 201 ; on Sheridan's motion to repeal the suspension
in January 1795 it was 41 to 185. The same month the Bill
for continuing the suspension was carried by 239 to 53.
In the stern fight against the Treason and Sedition Bills In
1795, the best vote for the Opposition was 70 to 269, and
in Fox's last effort before his despairing secession, on his
proposal to repeal the Treason and Sedition Bills, in 1797,
he mustered 52 votes to 260.
The struggle was for the most part In Parliament, but
there was one great effort to stimulate remonstrances in the
country. Fox had argued during the discussion of the Bill
for suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, that Pitt had no
right to adopt such a revolutionary measure without taking
the sense of the country, and in the autumn of 1795 the
Opposition decided that the method of protest, which had
been used with great effect in the American War, must be
1 It is interesting to notice the gradual tentative "rapprochement" between
Fox and Shelburne, who had become Lord Lansdowne. The bitter memories
of 178? were only slowly sponged out by Lansdowne's stout and fearless opposi-
tion to the French war and domestic oppression, a record that justifies his
epitaph as a man who never feared the people. Fox dined with him for the first
time in 1795.